" Preamble,

1783. LAWS of the STATE of
C}gﬂ‘;‘("’- C HH A P. XXIX.

An ACT laying a duty on Britith veflels, and for other

purpoles. |

Yy HEREAS it appears by a proclamation of the king of
Great-Britain, bearing date the fecond day of July laft, that

R ; the growth or produce of any of the United States is pro-
hibited from being carried to any of the Britith Weft-India. iflands by
any other than Britith fubjeés, in Britith built thips, owned by Bri-
tith {ubjects, and navigated according to the laws of Great-Britain :
And whereas this proceeding, which excludes the veflels of any of the
United States from carrying the growth or produce of faid States, or
any of them, to any of the Britith Weft-India iflands, or from import-
ing or bringing from faid iflands any of their growth or produce, is
repugnant to the principles of reciprocal intereft, and aims at the fole
monopoly of the carrying trade ;

Five thillings ~ II, B¢ it ena®ked, by tbe General Affembly of Maryland, That a duty
Pofed on Bri. Of five (hillings be and herebuv is impoted on every ton of Britith thip-
;i‘fh hipping, ping, at the entrance or clearance of any fhip or other veflel, to be
“ colletted and paid into the treafury in the fame manner prefcribed in
an act paffed at November feflion, 1782, entitled, An a& for the de-

fence of the bay, and to impofe certain duties on imported articles.

Twopercent.  III. Be it enafted, That an additional duty of two per centum, ad
to be paid on ! . . .
Britih mer. Valorem, over and above what is now paid, or may hereafter be paid,
chandie, &c. by the citizens of this ftate, be and hereby is impofed and dire@ed to
be coile@ed, in the fame manner as other duties imported in veflels the
property of the citizens of this ftate, or the United States, upon all
merchandife, manufaures and commodities, the growth or produce
of Great-Britain, or any colony or other place under the dominion of
Great-Britain, brought or imported in any Britith fhip, or other Bri-
tith veflel owned or belonging in part or wholly to any Britith fubje&
or fubjects ; provided that all merchandife, manufa@ures and commo-
dities, being the property of any citizen or citizens of this, or the
United States, brought or imported into this ftate before the firft day
of Auguft next, in thips or other veflels owned as atorefaid, fhall not

be {ubject to the payment of the duty aforefaid.

Noregifersto [V, 13 it enalted, That no regifter thall be granted for any fhip or
weEjamed o other veflel owned in whole or part by any Britith fubje&, any law to
?’Y&Bﬁgﬂlfﬂb- the contrary notwithftanding ; and the mafter, owner or mate, of any
5 5 thip or other veflel for which regifter is required, fhall make oath that

the faid fhip or veflel is not owned, either in whole or any part there-

of, by any Britif/h fubject.

V. dnb, Fdér the more effe@ual removal and prevention of all re-

ftraints laid, or that may be laid, upon the commerce of the United

Delegates to - States, We it enatted, That the delegates 'from this ftate to congrefs
f;’:}?;“aﬂi?gf;i,are hereby authorifed and empowered, in the name and on behalf of
e this ftate, to agree, and ratify any article or articles, by which the
United States in congrefs aflembled fhall be invefted with a power to

prevent or prohibit the importation of all forecign goods or commodi-

ties




